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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and 1.97-1.98, Applicant brings the following 
reference to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office. A copy of this reference is 
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enclosed along with the form PTO-1449. These references were cited in the European Search 
Report for a corresponding foreign application. A copy of the European Search Report is also 
included herewith. 



U.S. Patent: 






U.S. Patent 


Issue Date 


Inventors 


5,070,879 


12/10/91 


Herres 


5,081,993 


01/21/92 


Kitney et al. 


5,107,844 


04/28/92 


Kami et al. 


5,161,537 


11/10/92 


Hashimoto et al. 


5,199,437 


04/06/93 


Langberg 


5,211,176 


05/18/93 


Ishiguro et al. 


5,257,629 


1 1/02/93 


Kitney et al. 


5,273,045 


12/28/93 


Chihara et al. 


5,471,988 


12/05/95 


Fujio et al. 


5,497,776 


03/12/96 


Yamazaki et al. 


5,558,091 


09/24/96 


Acker et al. 



II. Other References : 

1 . "Early and Recent Intraluminal Ultrasound Devices," N. Bom et al., International 
Journal of Cardiac Images 4, pgs. 79-88, (1989). 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission 
that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined 
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in 37 C.F.R. Section 1.56(b). Further, Applicants reserve the right to contest that this 
reference is prior art against the present application, and Applicants do not believe that the 
disclosure of this reference, even if finally determined to be prior art, anticipates Applicants' 
invention or that this reference, alone or in combination with other cited references, make 
Applicants' invention obvious. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: May Zl , 1998 




l^atalie D. Kadievitch I 
Registration No. 34,196 
Attorney for Applicant 
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UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(c) 

TIME OF TRANSMITTAL OF ACCOMPANYING 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



1 . The Information Disclosure Statement transmitted herewith is being filed after the mailing date 
of the first office action on the merits, but before the mailing date of either a final action under § 
1.113 or a notice of allowance under § 1.311. 
06/01/1998 SSflHDMM 00000060 231925 08807621 

01 FC: 126 CERTI HUSSION QttOFBE 



2. Accompanying this transmittal is the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) for submission of 
an information disclosure statement under § 1.97(c). ($230.00). 



FEE PAYMENT 



3 . Applicant elects the option to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(p) for submission of an 
information disclosure statement under § 1.97(c) ($230.00). 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

4. Please charge deposit account #23-1925 in the amount of $230.00. 

5. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees required 
under 37 CFR § 1.16 and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17 associated 
with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. A 
duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 



BRINKS HOFER 
GILSON&LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312)321-4275 

Date: May 2\ . 1998 



Respectfully submitted, 




Ijjfatalie D. Kadievitch 
Reg. No. 34,196 



